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EUROPE: A GEOGRAPHICAL SURVEY

apparatus are the most important domestic exports; while textiles, ma-
chinery, coal, grains, and iron and steel products are the leading im-
ports for consumption. The leading products for transshipment which
enter The Netherlands' ports from the sea are iron ore and grains,
while coal and machinery come down the Rhine for transshipment to
ocean vessels.

Being a great commercial nation and having a large merchant
marine, The Netherlands has been interested in all conditions which
promote trade. It has encouraged the application of the principle of the
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freedom of the seas, and has opposed tariffs or other trade restrictions.
Its recent action in forming a common customs union with Belgium is
in accord with these principles, and should react to the commercial
advantage of the nation when world economic conditions become
stabilized.

THE COLONIES OF THE NETHERLANDS

The Dutch East Indies constitute one of the most valuable groups
of colonies in the world. They have a total area of 733,714 square miles,
and a population of 52,824,600. Located in the tropics, they produce a
variety of such products as sugar, rubber, coffee, tea, rice and tobacco,
which are in great demand in the more temperate areas. They also con-
tain important deposits of tin and petroleum, and these minerals are
extensively exploited. The Dutch have proven themselves capable